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May 1, 2016     Joshua 1:9  

 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the 

LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”  

 

Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.   

 

When the disciples were in a middle of a storm and Jesus came walking up to their boat, Jesus gave Peter a simple 

command, “Come.”  Think about that command!  “Walk on water in the midst of a storm!”  Miraculously God 

enabled him to do just that!  God’s command to Joshua may have been even more impossible.  They were 

commanded to cross the Jordan River in flood stage and conquer huge and powerful people living in fortresses 

without any organized army.  40 years beforehand the Israelites wanted to run in fear.  Now Joshua was being 

given the same command.  “Go and conquer.”   

 

God gives us the same command today.  If I’ve said this once I’ve said it a thousand times: life is a battle.  The 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.  Your sinful nature wants what it wants, 

when it wants, and tells you to not put up a fuss about it.  If you don’t like conflict and if you don’t have the will to 

fight you will lose the battle.  It’s like Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:12, “Fight the good fight of the faith. 

Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence 

of many witnesses.”  That is what you vowed to do when you were confirmed, and it is what our confirmation 

class is vowing to do today, to stand with God and be faithful to Him to death. 

 

The Israelites were promised that the land they were entering would be flowing with milk and honey.  The produce 

would be abundant as animals would have land to graze on and produce milk.  It would be well worth the battle.  

The reward would be great.  Our reward is greater.  We are promised an eternal land of heaven in resurrected 

bodies.  Jesus has earned this salvation by dying for our sins and rising from the dead.  He has already adopted you 

into His family and bathed you in His blood.  The Holy Spirit has moved into you and is working in you and 

through you.  Jesus is now going to personally give you His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  He has 

given you Word and sacrament and pastors and the ability to pray.  These are all great advantages to stay in the 

faith.  Fighting involves making use of these things.  Stay in the word.  Continue to repent of your sins so you do 

not lose this precious gift you have been given.  Pray for strength to resist temptation.  Don’t be too proud to beg 

for God’s strength and mercy.  Eternity in heaven is well worth the battle against Satan and your flesh now, no 

matter how painful or uncomfortable or how long the battle may be. Don’t lose sight of the prize!  

 

God told Joshua to “Be strong and courageous.”  To be courageous means to be stout, alert, and solid.  I think of 

the modern day superhero movies with a battle scene, and one group is firmly implanted in the ground with 

weapons in hand and ready to defend their turf against a whole army of enemies.    Of course our weapons are not 

with axes and swords.  Thankfully we don’t have to wear Wonder Woman outfits or get nuked by gamma rays so 

that we turn green and lose our temper.  We don’t have to fight with aliens from outer space.  We don’t have to 

design special flying suits made out of iron.  We simply cling to the Words and promises of Christ and keep 

listening to Him and praying to Him as the Holy Spirit gives us strength and wisdom to resist temptation and stand 

firm on Christ.   
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Yet our enemies are more dangerous than aliens.  They don’t only want to take our lives, but our souls into hell 

with them.  It isn’t easy to think about who we have to battle against and how we are becoming more and more in 

the minority.  It’s scary to read about what is happening in the news.  Just recently I heard how a Christian woman 

was purposely buried alive when she tried to keep her church from being bulldozed to the ground.  I think of the 

Christian doctor who is doing ministry in Pakistan, what courage it takes for him to let his light shine in such a 

dark place . . . how does our courage compare to his?   

 

The opposite of strength and courage is what God warns against.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged.   

We live in a world of terrorists.  They thrive on our fear.  Many Muslims want us to be afraid of them and their god 

so we submit to them in fear.  Yet we look at the bravery of the three men in the fiery furnace or Daniel in the 

Lion’s Den - we know that if God could work such courage in them, then couldn’t this same God do the same 

thing with us?   

 

What does it mean to be “discouraged?”  It really carries with it the context of being demoralized.  That is how 

God’s Word described the Israelite army when Goliath came out to taunt them.  He was such a huge man that 

nobody dared to mess with him, and the more he taunted them the more timid and demoralized they felt.  You can 

see that look in an opponent when he or she is not having a good game and is losing.  You can see it in their 

demeanor.  They’ve given up.  God says, “Don’t be discouraged” even if our society has turned against us.   

Don’t live life afraid of what might happen to you.  Think of how Paul behaved in prison as he sang hymns of 

praise in the midst of suffering and pain.  There is a poem that goes,  

A traveler crossed a frozen stream In trembling fear one day; 

Later a teamster drove across; And whistled all the way. 

Great faith and little faith alike Were granted safe convoy; 

One had the pangs of needless fear, The other all the joy. 

 

That’s easier said than done.  If you think about future legislation that will try to force us to have gender neutral 

bathrooms: if such a thing were to happen: were we to have to suffer for what we stand for: it could be very easy to 

be demoralized.  I heard a little infant cry in church last week.  I thought to myself, “Why haven’t I heard more of 

that?  With a church of about 700 people, we should be hearing more babies!  But our Millennials are not coming 

to worship.  They aren’t having children within marriage or bringing their children.  I see the retention rate of the 

classes before you and it is easy to be demoralized and throw up our hands and say, “Why bother?”  But God says, 

“don’t be discouraged!”   

 

Why not?  God says, “Remember who is commanding you to do this!  It is I, the LORD God Almighty!”  Even 

before they took one step in the Promised Land God had promised them,  

3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will 

extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite 

country—to the Great Sea on the west. 5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of 

your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 

 

The NIV translates that in a future tense, and that’s what it is referring to.  But it is actually spoken with a past 

tense.  In God’s eyes the future was as good as done.  “I have given you” God says.  It’s as good as done.  Jesus 

has already defeated the devil and death.  You aren’t going this alone.  I will never leave you or forsake you.  

God’s promise means the world to us.  He will be with us in every way we go.  No matter if you are at public 
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school or private, God can accompany you through through valley of the shadow of death.  That doesn’t mean you 

shouldn’t be cautious in where you go, but it does mean that you can know that He isn’t intimidated by anything or 

anyone.  I think of Moses, especially after they worshiped the golden calf.  God said, “I will send an angel, but I 

personally will not go with you because I would destroy you if I did.”  Moses said to him,  

“If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that 

you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me 

and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?” 17 And the LORD said to Moses, 

“I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 

(Ex 33:15–17) 

 

Moses knew that without the LORD he could do nothing, but with the LORD nothing could get in their way.  

Don’t we have the same LORD?  Do you have the same faith?  Do you have the same drive to make it in the 

Promised Land?  

 

C.S. Lewis once wrote,  

If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the 

Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted 

creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant 

child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer 

of a holiday at the sea.  We are far too easily pleased.  – from “The Weight of Glory” 

 

Think of the way the determination of Jesus is described in Hebrews 12:2 when it says, “Let us fix our eyes on 

Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  Jesus faced death and hell with strength and 

courage.  He went through hell with a purpose - to have the joy of knowing our sins would be paid for and the joy 

of being able to say to those who die in faith, “Come home to the heaven that I have earned for you!”  It is only 

fitting that if He came here to rescue the world that He would then make the greatest sacrifice in order to do so.  

Jesus did that for you and for me.  He fought the battle.  He won!  He came out of the grave victorious!   

 

Why?  So we could be lazy and do nothing and give in to the devil’s temptation?   So we would live life in fear of 

the jail or hell or the grave?  Or so that we could cling to Him tenaciously and desperately fight against that same 

devil on the way to heaven?  If He had to go through such battles as the Messiah, then we can we not expect lesser 

battles?  But the difference is that we are not earning salvation without battles, we are simply clinging to the 

salvation He already won.  We are not being left on the cross to die alone.  We are being strengthened by the Holy 

Spirit who works in us and protected by the LIVING Christ who directs our lives with the specific purpose that we 

will stay in the faith.   

 

In about one month we are going to invite those confirmands who are graduating back to worship.  It will be 

interesting to see who shows up, how many have managed to remain in the faith a mere four years.  What about 

you?  Where will you be four years from now?  Ten years from now?  It won’t get any easier.  Have I not 

commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Why?  Because the LORD Almighty God is with you in your 

baptism.  Forget about what the other classes have done.  Forget about what your siblings are doing or even what 

your parents are doing.  Contemplate on what God calls you to do.  Be strong and courageous.  Be faithful to the 

point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.  Amen.  


